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EUROSTUDENT III 2005-08
23 countries
National students of HE
c. 120k students

Final international conference
Ljubljana, April 2008
National conferences
e.g. Berlin, Rome

Final report published
www.eurostudent.eu

Participating Countries in EUROSTUDENT III



Dr. Dominic Orr
Project coordination EUROSTUDENT IV
HIS, Germany – eurostudent@his.de

Presentation structure
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2. Expected demographic changes with implications for HE

3. Conditions of study by age:

a) Hours/week working

b) Income per month from employment

4. Part-time studies for working students

5. Challenges for comparative data collection
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Age profile of students (ISCED 5A) for Europe and selected countries, 2006

79
71 71 66 65 65 64

58
53 51

44

12

14 16
19

13 11 17 24 32
25

22

9
15 13 15

22 24
19 18 15

24
34

FR SK CZ EU-27 US UK EE CH DE FI SE

24 or under 25-29 30 or over



Dr. Dominic Orr
Project coordination EUROSTUDENT IV
HIS, Germany – eurostudent@his.de

Age profile of new entrants (ISCED 5A) for selected countries, 2006
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Changing European demographics for higher education (EU-27)
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Consequences for (higher) education
Policy-makers and university leaders must look beyond the classic “ normal student”

Source: Eurostat databank
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Hours per week in term-time for paid employment by age, selected countries
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Monthly income from paid employment by age, selected countries
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Share of students studying part-time (de facto) and share of working students
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Challenges and limitations for comparative data collection and analysis

Data points to certain developments and indicates future 
challenges for policy and practice in the future. 
A need for more flexibility in study organisation for older 
students – a group which is likely to grow within the next 
decade. 

However, in the final analysis, this comparative data is 
constrained by only being able to scratch the surface
This may be taken as a common characteristic of 
international comparative data
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Challenges and limitations … cont.

• Differentiation by study programme (BAMA) 
• Demarcations by simple student characteristics might hide the real 

heterogeneity within student groups
• Comparative studies have trade-off between breadth and depth of 

analysis they need to be accompanied by targeted in-depth 
studies

• Little information in order to assess the affects of such 
developments on the quality (or qualities) of university education 

AHELO
• National education systems are embedded in a national compact 

of traditions, values, legal systems and public policies
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www.eurostudent.eu
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